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Jack Ricks (cont.) 
On February 11, 2009, Jack died peacefully in his sleep, from 
complications of lung cancer.  In one of our last conversations, he 
confessed that he wouldn’t have changed a thing about life and had no 
regrets, except that life was a little short. A Memorial Service was held on  
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Chairmanõs Report 
 
It was a beautiful beginning to summer yesterday, at the 94

th
 Aero Squadron  

 
The SFV99s installation and awards luncheon was really nice, and the 
setting was perfect – a picture window view of the activity on the runways at 
VNY. 
  
I would like to extend congratulations to all of the award winners, and to our 
newest scholarship winner Dan Fallman. Michele Albiez did an excellent job 
as the emcee for our event. Thank you to everyone who made this a 
successful event.  
 
I have truly enjoyed my year as your chapter chair, and take away with me 
some great memories. Tops are probably the Proficiency seminars, and the 
special public relations activities surrounding the movie, “Amelia.”  But small 
moments, enjoying fly-ins with other SFV99s, celebrating moments of special 
achievement with our pilots, and just “keeping it all together” have been very 
satisfying. 
 
I am really looking forward to my next adventure, the Air Race Classic. 
Please follow me and my teammate on http://womenfly.net/cherokee_chicks/ 
We will be tracking our progress with the GPS Spot device, and uploading 
pictures and movies to illustrate our travels.  Anne Marie Radel and Julieann 
Sikora will also be flying the Air Race. I’m sure we will be bubbling with 
experiences when next we meet with the chapter. Fly safe, have a terrific 
summer, and thank you everyone for your support this past year. 
 
Maureen Kenney 
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Jason Morgan - Friend of 99s 

Dan Fallman - Scholarship Winner 
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Jacki Harris - WOPY 

Kathryn Presson - Schubert 
Service Award 
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Kelsey Lomen - Rookie of the Year 
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June Chapter  
Anniversaries  

 
Melinda Lyon  1973 
Ruth Logan  1997 
Jennifer Miller  2001 
Leslie Dinius  2005 
Elysee Alexander 2007 

 

July  Chapter  
Anniversaries  

 
Laura Ricks  1987 

 

June  Birthdays  
 

Merlee Levick  6/03 
Betty Irwin  6/03 
Elysee Alexander 6/10 
Madeline Kurrasch 6/19 
Lilian Holt  6/24 

 

July Birthdays  
 

Linda Hernandez 7/06 
Ruth Logan  7/10 
Jackie Forsting  7/08 
Pam Distaso  7/22 
Lois Rifkin  7/23 
Jennifer Miller  7/26 
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Wings ón Wheels 
July 16, 17 & 18, 2010 

Santa Ynez 
 
Wings 'n Wheels in its present form began in 1974 as an annual event at Santa Ynez Airport with the 
then Southern California Chapter of the Antique Airplane Association ("AAA") and the Horseless 
Carriage Club.  Today, the event is coordinated by the Vintage Aeroplace Association of Southern 
California ("VAA") and is well attended by many individuals bringing their antique, classic, or modern 
airplanes and cars to the event.  The number of people attending is usually around 100 each year. 
 
The event begins Friday afternoon at Santa Ynez Airport when individuals pick up their registration 
packets.  Dinner that night is on your own.  On Saturday morning all the cars tour the Santa Ynez 
area, and stop along the way for coffee and Danish and a box lunch in a park.  Saturday ends with a 
bar-b-que dinner at the EAA hangar at Santa Ynez Airport.  Sunday morning begins with breakfast at 
the EAA hangar at Santa Ynez Airport, after which drivers and/or passengers are given airplane 
rides. 
 
More information and registration forms may be found at www.sfv99s.org or you can call or email me.  
Come join us for a fun time! 
 
Sylvia Sanderson 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 
 

 

The Congressional Gold medal was awarded  to the WASP s  

in Washington DC.  On March 10, 2010  

 
Jan  Wood  brought hers to a meeting  

http://www.sfv99s.org/
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SSAA FFEETTYY  RREEPPOORRTT   

  

SSIITTUUAATTIIOONNAALL  AAWWAARREENNEESSSS  OORR  ññHHEEYY  BBAABBYY,,  WWHHAATTôôSS  HHAAPPPPEENNIINNôô??  
 
Situational awareness is a fancy term that basically means:  do you know what’s 
happening around you?  When you’re in an airplane, it means using eyes and ears – not 
only yours, but your passengers’, if you have any.  Obviously, this is a skill you want to 
develop – especially if you fly in the Southern California airspace, which is some of the 
busiest airspace in the world.  It can help you stay out of trouble and it can also help you 
anticipate what might be coming next, so you can plan your next moves accordingly.  Controllers will appreciate it if you 
are ready to comply with their next request.  Professional pilots develop their situational awareness to a high degree.  
That’s the way they stay cool, calm and unruffled, and not much ever surprises them. 
 
This isn’t a skill that you can take for granted or just suddenly acquire, though some are better at it than others (like any 
other skill).  It takes lots of flight experience to have good situational awareness.  Cockpit priorities being “aviate, navigate, 
communicate”, this is also the order in which we tend to concentrate on things when learning to fly.  Once the “aviate” 
progresses to a certain point, we can concentrate on “navigate”, and last comes “communicate”.  Situational awareness 
comes after that.  It becomes easier when you are skilled enough to not only keep track of what communications are 
being directed to you, but to the others around you as well. 
 

Situational awareness is acquired not only by your understanding what you hear, but by what you 
see while keeping your head on a swivel and looking around you.  Keeping track of what’s 

going on both inside and outside your plane requires plenty of practice – especially if you 
have a nice GPS moving map display to look at – they can be quite distracting.  There are 
times when ATC will help you by pointing out traffic, but do not depend on them to see for 

you!  Aircraft in your vicinity may not be on the same frequency, such as at Van Nuys, where 
there are separate frequencies for each runway and not all that much distance between them. 

 
Or, there may be aircraft with no radios at all.  This is quite possible when operating in uncontrolled airspace or other 
areas where radio communications are optional – good idea, but not required.  Uncontrolled airports such as Big Bear, 
Rosamond, Santa Paula, Corona, etc., are prime examples.  If your head is buried in the cockpit, you may hear the 
communications of those pilots who are using their radios, but you probably won’t see the pilot who isn’t talking that just 
cut you off in the pattern.  Oops!  (Passengers just hate to hear the pilot say “oops!” – or maybe something worse…)  
Anyway, you get the idea here.  Eyes are just as important as ears for situational awareness. 
 
To give a quick example where situational awareness would be useful, imagine that you are in a Skyhawk entering the 
VNY west traffic pattern (assuming they’re landing runways 16) on a long downwind from the Encino reservoir area.  
You’re abeam the golf course south of the field and you hear another aircraft (say, a Cherokee) call the tower from “Cal 
State Northridge”.  It’s a safe bet you’re going to be instructed to follow that traffic.  Now that you’ve paid attention to that 
other pilot’s radio transmission, you’re aware of the situation.  You’re most likely going to start looking ahead of you for 
that Cherokee, who’s entering the pattern on an extended right base.  You now have extra time to do so before the 
controller tells you about your traffic on right base.  This is a pretty simple example, but there are plenty of other situations 
you can anticipate if you learn to keep track of what’s going on up there – especially as you gain more experience and 
learn how the airspace system works.  By the way, sometime when you have the opportunity, tune in aircraft-band radio 
when you’re on the ground and listen to a tower frequency.  Try to picture in your mind what’s going on at that airport just 
from what you’re hearing.  If you can do that, you’ll be getting some good practice on your situational awareness! 
 
The long and short of this is that it’s a very good idea to keep your flying and listening skills sharp so that you can be 
aware not only of what you and your airplane are doing, but also of what the airplanes around you are doing.  And don’t 
forget to enlist the eyes and ears of everyone on board.  They’re great assets, especially if they belong to another pilot 
who also has good situational awareness! 
 
Have a safe flight!  
Claudia Ferguson, Safety Chairman 
San Fernando Valley 99s 
Aviation Safety Counselor 
© CK Ferguson 2010 
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Calendar of Events  
 

Date Event 

July No Chapter Meeting 

July 4-9 99s International Conference, Kona, Hi    www.ninety-nines.org 

July 16-18 Wings and Wheels, Santa Ynez, Ca 

July 24 Summer Potluck  

July 26 Chapter Board meeting 

July 30-31 Citrus Classic Balloon Festival 

August 

August 2 Chapter Meeting @ FlyAway, 7-8  

August 7-8 Mugu Air Show 

August 21-22 Wings over Camarillo Airshow 

August 21-22 Tehachapi Mountain Festival 

August 30 Chapter Meeting ~ Annual Business Meeting – Members Only 

 ~~held one week early because of Labor Day 

 

www.sfv99s.org   (San Fernando Valley 99s) 
www.ninety-nines.org   (International) 
www.sws99s.org    (Southwest Section) 
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