
  

 

 

 
 
 

  
            

  

    

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
Jack Ricks (cont.) 
On February 11, 2009, Jack died peacefully in his sleep, from 
complications of lung cancer.  In one of our last conversations, he 
confessed that he wouldnôt have changed a thing about life and had no 
regrets, except that life was a little short. A Memorial Service was held on 
Feb. 28 in Tarzana.  
 
 

IINNTTEERRNNAATTIIOONNAALL  9999SS  
SPRING BOARD MEETING 

 
The Spring Board of Directors meeting will be in 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma on March 20-21, 2009. The 
meeting hotel is the Hilton Garden Inn on Meridi 
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Chairmanõs Report 
 

Participate in All the Ninety-Nines has to Offer 

 

Attending Section and International Ninety-Nines meetings is one of 

the great benefits of membership in the Ninety-Nines. We recently 

attended the Southwest Section meeting in Concord, CA. Besides 

providing an opportunity to find out what other chapters are doing, it is 

a great place to extend our network of flying friends. I tend to consider 

it as I would a weekend-long party with friends new and old.  

 

The Concord meeting, held at the Crown Plaza adjacent Buchannan 

Field, was well-suited to greeting and enjoying old friends and new. 

The hotel had an atrium that included the bar, restaurant and pool and 

spa. It was possible to spend a great weekend without ever leaving the 

hotel! But that would have been a mistake. The San Joaquin Valley 

chapter provided some great tours. 

 

I was able to take a tour of a third-generation winery, enjoy wine 

tasting, and discuss 99s issues with Corbi Bullock, our International 

Board of Directors representative for the meeting. She assured all of us 

that the I-BoD is looking out for our best interests as an organization, 

and she promised to relay our concerns back to the board. 

 

You have another opportunity to enjoy the wider circle of women 

pilots. There is still time to register for the International 99s meeting, 

to be held in Hawaii starting July 5. Go to 

http://ninetynines.net/hawaii2010  

to see the exciting activities and  

beautiful location for this yearôs  

meeting. Aloha!  

 

Maureen Kenney 

SFV99s Chairman 

 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 

http://www.sfv99s@org/
mailto:Auxtank@sfv99s.org
http://ninetynines.net/hawaii2010
http://www.leehansen.com/clipart/Themes/Tropical/images/lei.gif
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May  Chapter  
Anniversaries  

 
Irma ñBabeò Story  1945 
Helene Krongold  1968 
Merlie Levick   1982 
Bertie Duffy   1983 
Leonie Darcel  2009 
 

May   Birthdays  
 
Leonie Darcel  5/21 
Lois Peck   5/21 
Anne Marie Radel  5/25 
Claudia Ferguson  5/28 
Marcia Fuller   5/29 
 
 

 

 

Ceci Stratford flew  
 
500 Young Eagles 
 

Rosie Sheffey  
 

Private Pilot Certificate  

  

 

Rose of Achievement  

Members of the Month  
 

 
Jeanne Fenimore 

Aviation Career Day at Syncro 
 

           ~~~~~ 

 
Ceci Stratford 

Traveling Space Museum 
 

 

http://www.dailyclipart.net/wp-content/uploads/medium/Flower5.jpg
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Chapter Installation and Awards Banquet 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

We are making another try at having a Movie Night.  
 
Our first movie night will be on Sunday June 13 at 
Whiteman Airport at 7pm. It will be outside on the 
lawn and it may not be dark enough at that time but 
come on over and enjoy a gourmet repast at 
Rocky's.  
 
Our first movie will be "The Flying Deuces" with 
Laurel and Hardy. Put it on your calendar and bring 
your friends. 
 
Bertie 

Well, it's that time again.  We will be celebrating another bracing election and a slate 
of towering achievements at our annual Banquet.  This year, it will be at the 94th Aero 
Squadron, on June 12 at 11:30 am.  We will be in the banquet room behind the bar, which will 
be open for adult beverages. 

 The 94th is located at 16320 Raymer (off Woodley). 

 The two entrée choices are: 

 ~~Chicken Scaloppini with roasted potatoes and seasonal veges  or 

~~Atlantic Salmon with roasted potatoes and seasonal veges 

 ~~A veggie dish can be prepared for those who wish it. 

 Price: $28.00 per person 

Just send me an email (at the address below), stating the preferred entrée choices and the 
number for each.  You can send checks directly to our treasurer, Pam "Bulldog" Distaso, who 
will also be fiercely guarding the door at the Banquet. 

Come join our August presentation, held with dignity and gravitas and general tomfoolery.  See 
you there! 

Michele Albiez 

Banquet Chairman 

N1Q199@msn.com 

 

Movie Night at WHP 

 

 

mailto:N1Q199@msn.com
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The Challenge Air event last 
Saturday was fabulous!  There were 
126 kids, and with families, friends, 
315 got airplane rides!  There were 
37 airplanes (which caused quite a 
lineup on the taxiway for takeoff and 
heads on a swivel during the flight).   
 
SFV 99s who participated were:  Ruth 
Logan, Kathryn Presson, Ceci 
Stratford, as pilots.  And Nina Yates, 
Kathy Smither, Rosie Sheffey, Kelsey 
Lomen, Lilian Holt, as volunteers.  
Several of the Explorers helped, too.  
(I hope I didn't miss anyone.  
PLEASE let me know if I did. 
 
After the event one of the father's 
wrote the poem on the right. It is very 
touching!   
Ceci 

 

Flying Free  
 

By Eric Visconti  

 

Into the airfield they come,  

From different directions,  

For a common cause,  

Some to set up,  

Bringing food and music,  

Giving their time,  

In support of the ones,  

Who take to the sky,  

For the pilots are here,  

To give their best,  

Each one from the heart,  

A gift to their guests,  

Whom being brou ght by their 

families,  

Begin to arrive,  

Mothers and fathers,  

Bear silent smiles that tell all,  

Their struggles far and above,  

For their disabled children,  

The ones whom they love,  

In wheelchairs or on crutches,  

Some quite verbal,  

Others silent and unable to share,  

Prepare to open their souls,  

 

 

 

Challenge Air 
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SSAA FFEETTYY  RREEPPOORRTT   

Leaning Toward Smooth Engine Operation  

Leaning your engine?  What exactly does that mean?  Parking your plane on a sloped ramp?  (Just kidding! J)  
No doubt your instructor explained the benefits of leaning the fuel/air mixture being fed to your aircraft 

engine.  You use that mixture control every time you start and shut down the engine, and hopefully 

throughout your flight.  How much do you òtweakó it in between?  How much should you change the mixture, 

and what really goes on anyway?  Well, for those of you who already are familiar, this may serve as a 

reminder.  For those who arenõt too sure about it, read on! 

 
Fuel to Air Ratio  

If you were goi ng to fill out a recipe card for the ideal way to serve gasoline to your engine, 

youõd have a MIXTURE (optimally) of 1 part fuel to 14.7 parts of air.  If you want to be a little 

less exact, use between 12 and 16 parts of air.  You then use the throttle to  serve varying 

quantities of this mixture to the engine.  High or low power, itõs the same mixture until 
changed by either with the mixture knob or an alteration the density altitude (which 

changes the air density).  

 

In the airplane, the mixture is changed  with the mixture control, which changes the fuel, and by altering the 

density altitude with climbs, descents, and temperature changes.  Too much fuel (òrichó) results in the engine 

not making as much power as it could.  Actually, the cooling effect of the  excess fuel suppresses 
detonation at high power settings, which is a good reason not to lean for take -off, except at high 

density altitudes when the air is exceptionally thin.  Too little fuel also results in a loss of power, 

but this time, itõs due to mis-fires and eventual fuel starvation.  The extreme example of this is how 

you shut the engine down after each flight.  Too little fuel (òleanó) wonõt hurt the engine either, IF 

the power is not high, but too little fuel makes for rough -running engines and thatõs not advisable.  
Having the ideal fuel -air mixture/ratio results in optimum power generation, optimum fuel 

efficiency (saves $$!), and optimum engine temperatures (i.e. constant and neither too high nor too 

low).  Itõs how the engine was designed to r un best.  

 

Mixture Changes During Flight  

Once you are at a DA where the engine is making less than 75% power, leaning is recommended.  Watch the 
engine temps on extended climb -outs.  As always, consult the POH on recommended procedures.  This is 

where thos e nifty digital engine monitors really pay off.  You can keep the temperatures at levels that will tell 

you the fuel -air ratio is optimum.  Lean on the way up and enrich on the way down.  If 

power is reduced, the mixture will need to be re -leaned and then watched as the DA 

decreases for the need to enrich gradually  
 

Generally, leaning on take -off is not recommended except at high density altitudes.  If 

the engine will not be able to make 75% power on take -off, it is a good idea to lean.  (See 

your POH!)  Wh en youõre landing, if you add carb heat, the mixture will enrich (hot air is 

less dense ð less molecules ð and there is just as much fuel as before).  You may need to 

lean a scosh for engine smoothness.  
 

Leaning Techniques  

There are several gauges that wil l help you to lean in flight, but you may not have all of them in the aircraft.  

If you have an Exhaust Gas Temperature (EGT) gauge, lean to peak EGT, and then decrease the temperature 

by about 50 degrees by enriching  the mixture.  (Note:  there are those who swear by running on the lean side 
of peak, but I am not one of them.  Do so at your own risk, especially with a carbureted engine, where fuel 

delivery to the cylinders is rather less precise than fuel injection.)  An engine monitor will normally have a  

build -in procedure for òlean findó which will identify the hottest cylinder and give a temp readout while the 

pilot is leaning.  

 

The Cylinder Head Temp (CHT) gauge should also give a good indication of the internal engine temps.  If you 
have an engine mon itor (e.g., JPI 700), the ideal temperature for CHT is 390 degrees F (this 

should be the hottest cylinder).  The goal is to keep the engine temps as reasonably (donõt 

ever sacrifice safety!) constant as possible, all the way from take -off to touch down.  
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Of course, the way most people learn to lean the engine is by listening to the engine as the mixture is 

gradually leaned.  When it mis -fires, enrich the mixture until things smooth out.  This method is a òbest 
guessó, but for low compression engines, works pretty well.  Itõs also something you need to learn to do with 

some subtlety if you have nervous passengers on board.  J 

 

One other thing to note is leaning during ground operations.  There are some engines (mine 

included) which have a tendency to foul s park plugs because the engine temperature is too cool 

during ground operations.  Leaning the engine can help to keep the temps up and the plugs free of 
lead fouling.  If the plugs do become fouled (youõll notice rough running during the magneto 

check), lea ning during run -up can help to clear that out.  This is done by running the engine RPM 

up to the level prescribed in the POH and then leaning the mixture until the engine begins to quit.  

Enrich slightly and let it run this way for a few seconds.  Then try  the magneto check again.  If you 

are unable to clear the plugs so that they fire smoothly, it will be necessary to remove and clean 
them before you fly.  

 

Power & Detonation  

The more air you can pack into a cylinder, the more fuel you can add to keep opti mum mixture.  More fuel 

means bigger explosion in the cylinder which translates to more power.  Thatõs the idea behind turbo-

chargers.  You can fool the engine into thinking itõs at a lower density altitude and get more power out of it if 
you can pack more  air and fuel into it.  However, with any engine, but especially turbo -charged ones, it is 

possible to pack more fuel and air into a cylinder than it is physically designed to take.  

The explosion of the fuel and air could exceed the structural limits of t he metal.  This 

condition is known as "over boosting" and can (obviously) result in catastrophic engine 

component failure.· The manufacturers of airplanes and engines try to keep this from 
happening by putting red lines on the MP (or RPM) gauges, adding a device called a òwaste 

gateó, which dumps excess air pressure overboard, and by giving info in the POH that will 

help keep pilots from letting this happen; e.g. % power charts, requiring full rich on take -

off, etc.· Detonation is the uncontrolled explosion  of fuel and air, and itõs REALLY hard on 

engine parts.  At high power settings, if the internal pressures and temps are too great, detonation may occur.  

 
Safe Operation  

There are occasional mis -fires that are always present in aircraft piston engines, no matter how well 

maintained they are.  Most of the time, you don't hear them.  However, when you are in a situation where the 

margin of safety has been narrowed sufficiently to cause acuteness of hearing ð say, at night over the 

mountains, these mis -fires m ay be heard.  There are some pilots who have called this condition "automatic 
rough".  Itõs more of a state of mind than anything.  The cure for this is to monitor your gauges and keep your 

safety margins as great as possible.   Fly Safely!  

 

Claudia Ferguson, Safety Chairman  

San Fernando Valley 99s  

© CK Ferguson 2010  
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Julie Merrick (Ventura Co. 99) and Ceci Stratford 
gave a presentation to about 20 children at the Boys 
& Girls Club of Camarillo (on April 26).  They were 
mostly small (7 to 9), with a few older children, 
so it was a challenge to keep their attention! 
  
Julie is a school teacher, so she had some good 
ideas.  We talked about flying airplanes, the parts of 
an airplane, some famous aviators, types of airplanes, 
the phonetic alphabet (with an activity).  We also had 
a connect-the-dots page with a Cessna 172 and the 
Wright Flyer.  At the end we had them assemble a 
balsa wood airplane and fly it.  Needless to say, that 
was their favorite! 
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Calendar of Events  
 

Date Event 

 

June 1 99s Honored at dinnerðMonarch Village 

June 7 Chapter Meeting ~7:00 @ The FlyAway Bus Terminal 

June 12 Chapter Installation and Awards Banquet ~94
th
 Aero Squadron 

June 13 Movie Night at Whiteman Airport 

June 22-25 Air Race Classic 

June 26 Santa Clara Valley Chapter ~ Flying Companion Seminar    

July No Chapter Meeting 

July 5-9 99s International Conference, Kona, HI   www.ninety-nines.org 

July 16-18 Wings and Wheels, San Luis Obispo 

July 24 Summer Potluck  

 

www.sfv99s.org   (San Fernando Valley 99s) 
www.ninety-nines.org  (International) 
www.sws99s.org    (Southwest Section) 
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