
  

 

 

 
 
 

  
            

  

    

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
Jack Ricks (cont.) 
On February 11, 2009, Jack died peacefully in his sleep, from 
complications of lung cancer.  In one of our last conversations, he 
confessed that he wouldn’t have changed a thing about life and had no 
regrets, except that life was a little short. A Memorial Service was held on 
Feb. 28 in Tarzana.  
 
 

IINNTTEERRNNAATTIIOONNAALL  9999SS  
SPRING BOARD MEETING 

 
The Spring Board of Directors meeting will be in 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma on March 20-21, 2009. The 
meeting hotel is the Hilton Garden Inn on Meridi 
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Chairman’s Report 
 
Spring is blooming everywhere in the Southland. I hope you all 
are having a great time flying in the grand blue skies! 
 
I have been fortunate to have dedicated committee chairpersons 
for the chapter activities. Not only have they been dedicated, but 
also enthusiastic. Now I would like to ask for a little house-
keeping. Many of our committees lack clear and up-to-date 
Standard Operating Procedures. This creates difficulties when 
we hand off the committee responsibility to a new chairman. It 
also makes it difficult to recruit new chairpersons.  
 
I am requesting that each of you review your SOPs and update 
them. For many of you, this will mean writing from the 
beginning.  Please be as complete as possible. But don’t be 
overwhelmed by this task.  A one-page document, emailed to 
me, will get us going. Pam Distaso will then post these.  Each 
year, the SOPs can be reviewed and updated, as part of the 
chapter SOPs! 
 
I have included a simple template for this project.  Thanks in 
advance for helping me with this project. 
 

Committee Name 
Objective 
Responsibilities 
Tasks 
Timeline 

 
Maureen Kenney 
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PHOTO GALLERY 
 

Members of the Month  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April  Birthdays  
 
Wanda Schramm-Ogne 4/5 
Susan Theurkauf  4/15 
Doris Minter   4/18 
Laura Ricks   4/19 
Golda Neuman  4/26 
Carin Counihan  4/26 
Nina Yates   4/27 
Bertie Duffy   4/30 
 
 
 

 

 

Kathy Smither 
 

Quilt for Governor 

 

Rose of Achievement: 
 

Kelsey Lomen, Private Pilot 

Ruth Logan 
 

Day at Edwards AFB 
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April Chapter  
Anniversaries  

 
Dolores Mathews  4/1975 
Paula Sandling  4/1978 
Beverly Butcher  4/1986 
Mary Glassman  4/1988 
Carin Counihan  4/2000 
Erin Thorpe   4/2006 
 

 

Ruth Logan, Major Marten 
 

& Ceci Stratford 

Day at Edwards AFB 
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AVIATION EXPLORER POST 747 
By Ruth Logan 

 
March was a very busy month for Aviation Explorer Post 747.   Kelsey Lomen received her pilot's 
license on March 16th.  She made the transition from FWP to SFV99!   Kelsey received her high-
performance sign-off on March 22.  Not bad for just turning seventeen.  Explorers Sean Clemmons 
and Rosie Sheffey are close to taking their checkrides.  
 
The March airplane wash was very successful; six airplanes in all were washed.    
 
The month ended on a high note with a tour of Edwards AFB test pilot school.  Little did the Explorers 
know at the time of their Pancake Breakfast on January 23 that their hard work would be noticed by 
Major David Marten.  Major Marten just happened to come to WHP that morning to attend a safety 
seminar.  While waiting outside the pilot's lounge, he asked Murry Rozansky (EAA Member and 
parent of an Explorer) what was going on.  Murry explained that the pancake breakfast was a 
fundraiser for the Explorers and the money raised would be used for flight lessons for the kids.  Major 
Marten was very impressed by all the kids flipping pancakes.  He said, "Gee would they be interested 
in a tour of the test pilot school at Edwards AFB, where I'm in training?"  I was then introduced to 
Major Marten and I said, "Heck yes!"  The tour was limited to 42 participants.   I told him that we 
would probably only have 20 Explorers and parents.   He said to fill the tour up and invite the 99s, 
EAA and Whiteman Airport Association.  Needless to say, after one announcement at the SFV99s 
meeting in March, the tour was full.   
 
A coach bus was provided by Los Angeles City Councilman Richard Alarcon for the trip to Edwards.  
The tour was fantastic.  Major Marten rolled out the red carpet for us.  The tour began with a hearty 
welcome and PowerPoint presentation covering the history of the test pilot school up to present day.   
Included in the presentation was footage of jaw-dropping test flights.  Next was a tour of the Test Pilot 
School, then a bus tour of the school's aircraft flight line that appropriately ended at NASA's Flightline 
Café, where we had lunch.   We boarded the bus again and were taken to Edwards’ maintenance 
hangars.  This was probably the highlight of the trip.  There we viewed demonstrations of state of the 
art machinery used to repair and maintain the most advanced aircraft in the world.  In the main part of 
the hangar there were two B-1 bombers, a C-130 with eight-bladed propellers and I believe an F-16 
and F-18.  We were not allowed to take pictures so I'm left to rely on my bad memory.     
 
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

   

Only the best pilots from the U.S. 
military and NATO countries are 
accepted to the Test Pilot School at 
Edwards AFB.  The competition is 
fierce.  Major David Marten is one of 
the rare breed of pilot who makes it 
into the elite test pilot training 
program at Edwards.   I am very 
grateful for the lucky chance meeting 
with Major Marten on the lawn at 
Whiteman Airport.  AND to the 
group's delight, we found out that 
Major Marten's first airplane flight was 
with the EAA Young Eagles Program! 
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EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS INSTITUTE 
& 

SOS SURVIVAL PRODUCTS 

PRESENTS 

FIRST AID & CPR ADULT, CHILD & INFANT! 
INCLUDING A.E.D 

LEARN THE LATEST INFORMATION ON WILDERNESS FIRST AID FROM 

C. DENISE EDWARDS, FELLOW ACADEMY OF WILDERNESS MEDICINE 

 CARDS ISSUED; STD. FIRST AID, CPR, ADULT, CHILD, INFANT. 

DATE: 24 APRIL 2010 

TIME: 8:00 AM ς 4:30 PM 

LOCATION: SOS SURVIVAL PRODUCTS TRAINING ROOM 

15705 STRATHERN STREET #11, Van Nuys, CA 91406 

COST $60.00, Book LƴŎƭΦ {t9/L![ w!¢9 Chw ффΩ{ ϷрлΦлл 

LIMITED CLASS SIZE, RESERVE YOUR PLACE NOW! 

SEND CHECK payable to Denise Edwards to 

EPI, P.O. BOX 4016 CHATSWORTH, CA 91313-4016 

You may also register online at http://www.sosproducts.com/trainingcenter.html 

FOR INFORMATION AND GROUP DISCOUNTS CALL 818 624-8586 

Instructor; C. Denise Edwards, Fellow Academy Wilderness Medicine  

REFUND POLICY: ACCPTANCE TO A FUTURE COURSE 

 AT DISCRETION OF INSTRUCTOR 

Email:  flygal1@earthlink.net 
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Fly-In Committee 

 
We had a good turnout for the March 20, 2010, fly-in to Mohave Airport to support their "Plane Crazy" 
day.  There were 3 planes flying:  four in Linda's plane (Nina, Brooke Lizotte and Don Slemp), Ceci 
and Chuck, and Ruth and Bill.   The actor, Michael Dorn, from the new Star Trek movie, is a pilot and 
was there giving autographs and taking pictures.  We had a very good lunch at the Voyager 
Restaurant.  The place was packed.  This sharing of flying with our 99s and other friends is very 
rewarding.  We encourage everyone to participate at every opportunity. 
 
The April 11th fly-in to Furnace Creek, Death Valley, was postponed for the month of April.  We are 
considering joining up with the Antelope Valley 99s the next time they organize the fly-in to Furnace 
Creek. 
 
Linda & Stacie 
Fly-In Committee 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

  

  

 

Calendar of Events 
 

Date Event 

 

April 23 Aviation Career Day @ Syncro Aircraft , VNY ~ 9:00 – 2:00 

April 30-May2 SWS Spring Section Meeting-Concord, Ca 

 

May 3 Chapter Meeting ~ 7:00 @ the FlyAway Bus Terminal 

 

June 7 Chapter Meeting ~7:00 @ The FlyAway Bus Terminal 

June 12 Chapter Awards Banquet ~Place TBD 

 

July No Chapter Meeting 

July 4-9 99s International Conference, Kona, Hi www.ninety-nines.org 

 

 

www.sfv99s.org   (San Fernando Valley 99s) 
www.ninety-nines.org   (International) 
www.sws99s.org    (Southwest Section) 
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