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Happy Birthday!  
 

Happy Birthday to the San Fernando Valley Chapter! 
 

We are 58 years young. And we are still a busy, active 
chapter with many special projects that meet the needs of our 
programs. Last weekend many of us attended the Southwest 
Section Winter Workshop ï we hosted it! John Bush, 49 ½ of 
Valarie Bush, from the Sutter Buttes Chapter, headed a seminar 
to encourage chapters to look at their demographics in a new 
way, and to consider how the chapter demographics help or 
hinder chapter goals of recruitment, education, social activities 
such as fly-ins, etc. I will be looking at our chapter in view of 
Johnôs framework, and will share with you the facts, and any 
opinions I have about the analysis. I encourage you to look at the 
facts and analyze them for yourself. You may have ideas that will 
refresh the chapter activities that you can share with the rest of 
us. 

We had a very nice birthday party on Monday Feb. 1. And 
we had a guest speaker, Denise Edwards. Denise is a member of 
CAP and a wilderness survival expert, as well as a registered 
nurse with certificates in survival medicine. Her presentation 
provided some interesting facts and ideas. Many of us would like 
to have her back for Part 2! And we are considering an outdoor 
seminar headed by her, with demonstrations, as one of our Pilot 
Proficiency Seminars for next Fall. 

 

On a very different note, Southwest Section is looking for 
chairmen for the History committee, the Air and Space Education 
Committee and the Southwesterly publication. If any of you would 
like to participate at the section level, and if one of these areas is 
of interest to you, please contact me and I will put you in touch 
with the right contact. 
  
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

http://www.sfv99s@org/
mailto:Auxtank@sfv99s.org


2 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

   
  

  

  

  

  

  

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rose Of Achievement  
 

Rosie Sheffey  
 

Long Cross Country 
 

Anne Marie Radel 
 

Tailwheel Endorsement 

Member of the Month  
 

Jeanne Fenimore 
 

Girl Scout Cookie Day 
SWS Winter Workshop   

 

January Fly-in to Camarillo  
 
Four planes flew into Camarillo on January 10th.  Anne Marie Radel carried 3 passengers, 
Linda Worden carried 3, Vicki Rose flew with her mom and dad, and another Whiteman pilot, 
Jeff Seibert, had two passengers, 12 people in all.   
 
Camarillo is always fun and some of us went over to Heidi's to shop.  We are looking forward 
having two possible fly-ins in February. 

Maureen Kenney, Carolyn Horton and  
Lorrie Blech at the Furnace Creek Airport  

for the Antelope Valley 99s Fly-In 

 

Santa arrived at Gault St. School on fire trucks, and Anne Marie handed  
the Principal a nice check from the Chapter to help with books, etc. 

PHOTO GALLERY  
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Jacki Harris has a new E-Mail address: flyin-nurse2701@ sbcglobal.net 

  

  

  

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
CHALLENGE AIR FLY DAY AT WHITEMAN ~ MARCH 6th  

  

Another Challenge Air Fly Day will be held at Whiteman Airport on Saturday, March 6.  This 
event will give handicapped children and young adults a fun-filled day of activities and 
aviation.  An airplane ride offers a motivational, inspirational and life-challenging experience 
to physically and mentally challenged children.  Also there will be a "ground school", face 
painting, clowns, lunch, service animals and other activities. 
  
Many 99s have volunteered as pilots and on the ground in the two previous events.  This year 
they need lots of volunteers and pilots, as well as sponsors.  Register at their website 
www.challengeair.org, click on the L.A. event for March 6.  (If you know anyone or any 
business who could be a sponsor, contact Cindy@challengeair.org). 
  
For pilots, the insurance requirement has changed.  Challenge Air NO LONGER needs to be 
mentioned on your policy. 
  

 

February Anniversaries  
 
Doris Minter   1963 
Wanda Schramm-Ogne 1976 
Madeline Kurrasch  1987 
Susan Theurkauf  1988 
Lois Rifkin   1993 
Chris Merrick   2001 
Stacie Vournas  2003 
Kathryn Presson  2005 
Emmanuel Richard  2007 
Holly Leatherman  2008 
Linda Reid   2009 

 

 

http://us.mg4.mail.yahoo.com/dc/flyin-nurse2701%40sbcglobal.net
http://www.challengeair.org/
mailto:Cindy@challengeair.org
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A Busy Travel Day In Search of Aeronautical Enlightenment.  
By Melinda Lyon 

 

Saturday, January 23, was a long and busy day for me and my 49 ½, John.  In the morning we drove from West 

L.A. to Fountain Valley and the American Aviation Historical Societyôs luncheon presentation by noted 

aviation archeologist Pat Macha on the search for missing WASP Gertrude ñTommyò Tompkins Silver.  Macha 

is a lively and interesting speaker who has spent 45 years locating airplane wrecks and finding the story behind 

them, see http://www.aircraftwrecks.com/.  Last summer he led an intensive search of Santa Monica Bay for the 

missing ñTommyò Tompkins Silver.   She was one of a 1944 flight of three WASPs assigned to deliver P-51s 

from the North American plant at L.A. Municipal to Newark.  During preflight it was discovered that Tommyôs 

canopy would not lock, and by the time North Americanôs mechanics had fixed the problem, it was late in the 

afternoon.   WASPs were not allowed to fly IFR or at night, so the three pilots agreed to RON in Palm Springs, 

instead of the originally planned El Paso.  The first two took off to the West, turning East under a low overcast, 

and arrived in Palm Springs where they waited in vain for Tommy.  They assumed that her canopy had 

malfunctioned again and that she had remained at the factory to launch the next day.   When they arrived in 

Newark three days later, they learned that Tommy had left just after they did, and had not been seen since.  

Only then was she reported missing.  An intensive search found no trace of her airplane on land, and it is 

presumed that she went into the Bay.  Sixty-four years later Macha organized a massive search, which found a 

T-33 missing since 1957, but did not find Silver.   The story of the disappearance and of the search ï which will 

be continued in 2010 -- was riveting. 

 

As soon as the presentation finished, John and I drove like the wind to San Luis Obispo, for the EAA Chapter 

701 dinner meeting.    Well-known author Peter Garrison was the speaker, and the fast long-range airplane he 

designed and built himself, Melmoth 2, was in the hangar.  Garrison explained how a man who majored in 

English learned how to design and build airplanes, and about flying to Europe and non-stop to Japan.   

 

Fascinating as Garrisonôs presentation was, the highlight for us was the 

presentation of the FAAôs Wright Brothers Master Pilot Award to one 

of our Chapterôs favorite alumnae, Elizabeth Dinan.   This award is 

presented to ñpilots who have demonstrated professionalism, skill and 

aviation expertise by maintaining safe operations for 50 or more years.ò  

The rare nature of the award was demonstrated by the fact that the manager 

of the San Jose FSDO drove all the way to SLO and back ï on a Saturday ï 

to give Elizabeth the handsome plaque and lapel pin.  Paul Poberezny has 

one; so do Barry Schiff and Fran Bera.   Only about 200 a year are awarded 

nationwide (https://www.faasafety.gov/content/MasterPilot/).  A side benefit 

is that we learned, from the plaque, that Elizabethôs middle name is ñSue.ò   

Now that she is a Master Pilot, donôt forget to salute when you see her, but 

donôt even think of calling her ñBetty Sue.ò   No . . . . stop thinking about it! 

 

A brief commercial: John has just been elected a Director of the American Aviation Historical Society and 

urges all with an interest in aviation history to join the AAHS (http://www.aahs-online.org/), which has a first-

rate quarterly historical journal, as well as a newsletter and many other benefits, all for a fraction of the cost of 

most aviation organizations.   

   

file:///C:/_pages/1386-0904-2517-2325.html
file:///C:/_pages/1386-0904-2517-2325.html
file:///C:/_pages/1386-0904-2517-2325.html
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Whatôs In Your Airplane (besides you)?  A Few ñWeightyò Thoughtsé 
 
 
Every so often, it occurs to me that I really ought to pay attention to what Iôm carrying around with me when I fly.  There 
are lots of places to stash things in my plane ï pockets (doors, seats, etc.), glove box, under the rear seat, in the baggage 

compartment.  Itôs amazing how these places fill up over time with an incredible assortment of useful little things.  
In just the pilotôs door pocket last week, I found 2 fuel samplers, a small screw driver, a pair of ñfogglesò, a little 
bottle of plexiglass cleaner, a pad of sticky notes and a pen, 3 ñno-peekysò (to hide instruments for IFR training), 

2 air sickness bags (in case I need to get one to a passenger in a hurry), a small flashlight, a pair of foam ear 
plugs and some paper napkins.  Sheesh!  Howôd all that stuff get there?  How much does it weigh if I put it all in 
a big pile? 

 
Since I almost never have more than just myself and my husband on board, I donôt usually worry about being over max 
gross weight even with some extra paraphernalia in the airplane.  Still, it takes away from the aircraft performance and 
burns extra fuel to carry around a lot of extra stuff.  So, Iôm thinking again about what is needed and what is ñnice to haveò 
and whether itôs securely stowed. 
 
There are some things you canôt go without: oil, fuel, people (and maybe a critter if you take a dog with you).  You need 
your mandatory documentation, or ñAROWò (Airworthiness, Registration, Ownerôs manual, Weight & balance data). ï of 
course the weight of these is negligible physically, but still they must be on board.  Donôt forget your charts, 
too - current ones applicable to the trip.  These can begin to add significant weight especially if you have 
those little brown and/or blue flight guide(s), and IFR charts (that book of Jepp charts is pretty hefty even with 
just California plates).  Donôt forget headsets and a lapboard or two. 
 
If youôre planning a long flight over open terrain, you need to think about an emergency kit, extra water, clothing 
appropriate to a night spent on the ground youôre overflying.  It may be warm now, but what kind of 
clothes would you need if you went down in the mountains or the desert?  Do you know how much all this 

weighs?  My emergency kit is about 45 pounds including the water.  Thatôs REALLY 
significant weight and I consider these a ñmustò and not an option for cross country flight.  In 
addition, there are some other miscellaneous things that are always on board, too:  a little tool kit, a few small 
flashlights, my hand-held aviation radio (it can serve as a backup comm radio in a pinch) a dash/instrument 
panel cover, extra batteries, a couple of rags & towels, chocks & tiedown straps, tow bar, extra oil, plexiglass 
cleaner, heat shields for the windows (taken only if Iôm staying overnight). 

 
Youôre probably thinking a lot of this stuff just isnôt essential, and youôre right.  What you take with you 
depends on the capacity of your aircraft and the performance you need from it or whether you need it at 
all.  Itôs definitely safe to say you wonôt need a survival kit to do touch and goes at your home airport.  My 
examples here are to get you thinking, and hopefully take some time to find out just how much your 
accumulated items weigh.  Itôs pretty easy to add a lot of weight you might not be aware of, especially if 
you own your own airplane. 
 
One more thought for this article, and that has to do with how well secured things are in the aircraft.  All the people are 
tied down with seat belts, but what about the rest of the items?  If itôs baggage and you wonôt need it during the flight, 
make sure ALL of it is secure.  Just last Saturday, a good friend of mine was flying her Cardinal RG on the east side of Mt. 
San Jacinto, hit a very brief, but nasty bit of unforecast turbulence and ended up with a cracked rear window that now has 

to be replaced.  Something heavy in the baggage compartment which is usually securely tied down had been 
taken out and wasnôt re-secured when it was put back in the airplane.  Ouch! 
 

Securing things you WILL need in flight can be problematic, too.  Youôll need to figure out how to keep them ñcaptiveò until 
you need them, but also make sure they are easily accessible so you wonôt have a problem as you reach for them.  Thatôs 
when pockets and glove boxes become really useful.  Aha!  Maybe THATôS why I have so many things in my front door 
pocket! 
 
 
Have a safe flight! 
 
Claudia Ferguson, Safety Chairman 
San Fernando Valley 99s 
Aviation Safety Counselor 
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Calendar of Events  
 

Date Event 

 

February 22 SFV99s Board Meeting 

March 1 Chapter Meeting 

March 6 Challenge Air @ WHP 

April 23 Aviation Career Day @ Syncro 

April 30-May 3 SWS Meeting ï Concord, CA 

July 5ð9 99s International Meeting, Kona, HI 

 

 

 
www.sfv99s.org   (San Fernando Valley 99s) 
www.ninety-nines.org   (International) 
www.sws99s.org    (Southwest Section) 
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