
  

 

 

 
 
 

  
            

  

    

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
Jack Ricks (cont.) 
On February 11, 2009, Jack died peacefully in his sleep, from complications of 
lung cancer.  In one of our last conversations, he confessed that he wouldn’t 
have changed a thing about life and had no regrets, except that life was a little 
short. A Memorial Service was held on Feb. 28 in Tarzana.  
 
 

IINNTTEERRNNAATTIIOONNAALL  9999SS  
SPRING BOARD MEETING 

 
The Spring Board of Directors meeting will be in 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma on March 20-21, 2009. The 
meeting hotel is the Hilton Garden Inn on Meridian 
 

AUX TANK 

NEWSLETTER OF THE SAN FERNANDO VALLEY CHAPTER OF 

 

THE NINETY-NINES 
INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION OF WOMEN PILOTS 

 
 

The San Fernando Valley Chapter of The Ninety-Nines was founded on February 1, 1952. The mission of The Ninety-Nines is: 
To promote world fellowship through flight 
To provide networking and scholarship opportunities for women and aviation education in the community 
To preserve the unique history of women in aviation 
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November 2009 
 

CHAIRMANS MESSAGE 
 

 

Well, it has been a very exciting month for the San Fernando Valley 
99s! The opening of the movie “Amelia” provided us with so many 
great opportunities to publicize ourselves and the Ninety-Nines. We 
were recognized in many media outlets – the Daily News, local 
Channel 7, and national Channel 4. We used the momentum to let 
the Girl Scouts know about the movie, and about flying. Promoting 
aviation has never been easier or more fun! I particularly enjoyed the 
preview of the movie, and the camaraderie of the group who 
attended.  
 
On another front, my favorite, our Explorers are continuing to make 
progress. Rosie soloed this month.  And our ranks of Future Woman 
Pilots grew. Cathy Crawley pinned Leonne at our Monday meeting!  
 
We have a number of activities to look forward to for the holidays. 
Start with Cookies to the Tower and finish with the Doo Dah parade, 
and attend our holiday party at Lilian’s home on Dec 13.  
 
Please help me, and our membership chair Jacki Harris, by making 
contact with members who do not often attend our meetings. Just 
say hi! We are glad to have you, come to our social gatherings even 
if you don’t attend the meetings.  We want women to feel that they 
are a part of our group, in whatever level of participation they 
choose. Membership  retention is equally as important as 
recruitment. 
 
Respectfully, 
Maureen Kenney 
Chairman SFV99s 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

http://www.sfv99s@org/
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******SAN FERNANDO VALLEY 99s****** 
 

ANNUAL HOLIDAY PARTY 
 

Saturday, December 19, 2009, 6:30 p.m. 

 

FOOD…BEVERAGES …FUN !!!!!!!! 
 

 

Please join us in the annual holiday celebration at Lilianôs beautiful home! 

 

Bring a White Elephant gift!!  Mark if the gift is for a man or a woman! 

 

B.Y.O.B. (hard stuff)é  Soft drinks, wine and beer will be in abundance! 

 

Bring the food you have signed up for, and let us know if you will need any special serving tools/hot plates, etc. 

for your disheséé 

 

 

PLEASE  *****   IMPORTANT    ****    WE NEED YOUR RSVP ï ASAP!!!!  See below.   Your name 

must be listed at the gate in order for you to get in!!  Contact info. below, or a roster will be circulated at the 

Cookies to the Tower on Sat., 12/5/09, and at the monthly meeting on Mon., 12/7/09. 

 

Date: Saturday, December 19, 2009, 6:30 p.m. 

Place: Home of Lilian Darling Holt 
24862 Eldorado Meadow Road 

Hidden Hills, CA 91302 

818-888-0139 

 

(Directions will be sent via SFV99s email, or use Mapquest) 

 

IMPORTANT INFO. FOR ARRIVAL AT THE GATE: 

Once you arrive at the Gate Guard House, proceed straight ahead.  DO NOT TURN RIGHT AT THE STOP 

SIGN (even though the street says Eldorado Meadow Road).  Continue straighté.go up the little hillédown 

the other little hillé.over the speed bumpé.turn right onto Eldorado Meadowé..3
rd

 house on the left side. 

 

Contact info:  Linda Worden ï email:  linmar@yahoo.com 

  Home phone:  818-248-4158; cell phone: 818-434-5703 

  (or) Lilianôs home, no. above. 

 

 

 

DIRECTIONS TO LILIANS HOME ARE POSTED IN THE MEMBERS ONLY PAGE OF THE CHAPTER 

WEB SITE OR CALL LILIAN AT: :818-888-0139 lilian_darling@yahoo.com 

 

YOU MUST RSVP WITH LILIAN TO ENTER HIDDEN HILLS. 

 

 

mailto:linmar@yahoo.com
mailto:lilian_darling@yahoo.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHAPTER DUES ARE DUE!!! 
 

Fellow San Fernando Valley 99s: 
Our membership dues are payable in September of each year.  It's now November and, 
of nearly 80 members, fewer than half have paid.  Please check the list below to ensure 

your current status. 
 
For this fiscal year (2009-2010), the following 35 members have paid:    Albiez, Archibald, 
Crawley, Distaso, Duffy, Fenimore, Forsting, Glassman, Holt, Hoppe, Kenney, Kirhofer, 
Kurrasch, Logan, Lyon, Mathews, Merrick, Miller, Minter, Neuman, Perna, Presson, Radel, 
Richard, Rifkin, Sandling, Sikora, Smither, Story, Theurkauf, Tucker, Vournas, Wood, Worden, 
Yates.   If your name is NOT listed here, please read on. 
 
Dues may be paid by mail, at a meeting, or online using PayPal!  PayPal is a secure, encrypted 
website, so your information will be safe.  No account is required to use PayPal.   
 
This year, we are making it easier than ever! 
 
Methods of payment are: 

¶ Credit card 

¶ Check or Money Order  (made payable to SFV 99s) 

¶ Cash 
 
How and where to make payments may be found on our website:    www.sfv99s.org 

¶ Click on "Dues & Donations" (upper left) 

¶ To use PayPal: 
o Click “Pay Now” button to submit membership dues online 
o Click “Donate” to make a general donation online 
o Follow “Don’t have a PayPal account?” on the left side. 

¶ Checks or money orders may be sent to P.O. Box 7142, Van Nuys, CA, 91406-7142 or, 
for more expeditious processing, to my home address below. 

¶ Cash payments may be made at a meeting 
 
Staying current on your dues has never been so easy or painless!  Do it today! 
 

SFV 99s – Pam Distaso 
10853 McVine Ave 

Sunland, CA   91040-2430 

 

http://www.sfv99s.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

November Anniversaries 
 

Ely Rickabaugh  1972 
Jeanne Kirhofer  1977 
Jaye Howes   1982 
Kathy Smither  1989 
Anne Marie Radel  2003 
 

 

November Birthdays 
 

Chris Merrick  11/3 
Jan Wood  11/5 
Julieann Sikora 11/12 
Kathryn Presson 11/30 
 

 

 

Rose of Achievement 
 

Rosie Sheffey- Solo 
 

Member of the Month 
 

Jeanne Fenimore- 
Girl Scout Science Fair 

COOKIES TO THE TOWER 
Submitted by Anne Marie Radel 

 

The holiday season is creeping up on us & it’s time again for “COOKIES TO THE TOWERò. 
This fabulous San Fernando Valley 99s event will be held on Saturday, December 5th from 9:30 am until 
1:30 pm at Rocky’s at Whiteman Airport. 
 
Remember to bring 3-4 dozen homemade (preferably) or store bought cookies or treats to the event. 
We will be filling up a lot of boxes of Cookies and after lunch & games delivering them to our favorite 
and helpful towers & FBO’s. It also wouldn’t hurt our feelings if you brought some broken cookies for 
our own tasting tray! 
 
There will be complimentary coffee & tea in the morning. For lunch, we will be ordering off the menu at 
Rocky’s & this will be “Dutch” treat (ie: no host, ie: ñya par for ya own!ò) 
 
In addition to the fun sorting of cookies to holiday music & a scrumptious lunch, we will also be playing 
the evil game of “Dirty Santa”. So, make sure to bring a gift to share (ranging from $10.00 to $10,000) if 
you want to participate!  Please no White Elephant gifts…..save that for the Christmas Party!! 
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to e-mail or call me & ya’ll know how to find me. 
 
Thanks & I look forward to seeing all of Ya’ll there!  
 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
EAA Recognition Ceremony for Harrison Ford  

10/29/09 at SMO Hangar 8 
 

Former Chapter member, Elizabeth Dinan, invited me as her guest to the event honoring Harrison Ford for his five 
years as the National Chairman of the Young Eagles.  Tom Poberezny, EAA President and Chairman traveled from 
Oshkosh to be the master of ceremonies. 
 
 Melinda Lyon 

 

 

 

Liz Dinan with Clay Lacy 

 

Harrison Ford, Jeff Skiles, Gov. 
Schwartzenegger, Sully Sullenberger 
 

 
 

 

Voilà 
 

If you’re like many members of The Ninety-Nines, you feel proud to have earned your wings. With every takeoff 
you feel the elation, the wondrous effect of invisible forces lifting you skyward. You also enjoy the unique 
friendship of other women who know this joy, both in your Chapter and beyond.  
 
Our Southwest Section is easily the largest in the world, exceeding the membership of the second and third 
largest Sections combined! Our size confers upon our leaders a sense of special responsibility to the overall 
organization. As such, we need reliable, thoughtful leaders who will guide our influential Section for the next 
term.  
It takes no illusionist, shaman, or conjuror to come up with a great 99 to fill a post. Just look in the mirror, and 
ñVoil¨!ò There you are!  Please consider running for office. If you simply cannot, please talk with those you know 
and encourage them to run for office.  
 
ñPresto!ò We’ll be ever so grateful for your willingness to serve! 
Your SWS Nominating Committee Members, 

 
Julieann Sikora, Chair 
Mercedes Eulitt 
Rose Hollstrom 
Marion Nauman 
Sharon Raney 

 

 

 



VFR Waypoints for GPS  
 

Some of you may remember some nifty VFR route charts that Jeppesen published a number of years ago.  They were 
developed by some Southern California folks who got together and tried to find routes where VFR pilots COULD fly, 
instead of where they couldn’t.  Well, those charts didn’t catch on, even though they were a really good idea.  Our 
airspace here in So Cal is pretty complex and pilots need help. 
 
So, several years ago, the Southern California Airspace Working Group (SCAWG), composed of some of those very 
same savvy individuals, got the FAA to include an interesting innovation on the Los Angeles and San Diego VFR Terminal 
Area Charts (the old “TCA Chart”, for those like me who remember it that way.)  Integrating this info on existing charts 
proved to be a very good idea, and it has been expanded to other areas and the other VFR Charts (WAC, Sectional), 
though as the scale increases, the number of waypoints and other details decrease.  For the purposes of this article, I’ll 
stick to the Terminal Area Chart (TAC). 
 
For a long time now, there have been little red flag symbols next to “features normally used as check points for controlling 
VFR traffic…so they may be readily identified.”  The names of these check points are printed in black and underlined.  No 
doubt you have made good use of these.  The SCAWG folks’ idea is to help VFR pilots find some of these check points a 
little more easily.  They gave them GPS waypoint identifiers and persuaded the FAA to print them on the charts, and 
Jeppesen to put them into their GPS databases which go into our GPS radios.  Not all of the VFR check points have been 
given these GPS waypoint identifiers, such as the “Four Stacks” between WHP and BUR, but only those they determined 
can be useful in VFR enroute navigation and airport position reporting.  Since GPS is finding its way into more and more 
GA cockpits, this makes really good sense.  I use them all the time.  You’ll find their names in parens just below the 
NAME of the reporting point.  See the circled area in the picture below, which is part of the Legend of the LA VFR TAC. 
 

 
 
The format of the 5-letter (just like IFR intersections!) VFR Waypoint identifiers on the LA chart is VPxyz.  The VP 
indicates that it is a VFR WayPoint.  In the beginning, the 3

rd
 letter was L for Los Angeles but this isn’t necessarily the 

case any more.  [Maybe they ran out of letters?]  Anyway, the last 2 or 3 letters are chosen to match the identity of the 
checkpoint itself.  E.g. DS for Dodger Stadium, SS for Santa Susana Pass, QM for the Queen Mary, NEW for the Newhall 
Pass, etc.  Of course, there are some that are fun as well as practical:  VPLMM is for Magic Mountain, and VPLDL is for 
Disneyland (watch out for the flight restrictions there!). 
 
Have a look at the attached portion of the LA Terminal Area Chart below (thanks to www.skyvector.com) to see some of 
the VFR Waypoints circled in red.  Note that they are only a few of the flagged reporting points, but if you look at the entire 
chart, you’ll find dozens of them. 
 
VFR Waypoints are great for enroute flights thru LA’s complexities.  For instance, you can fly from Palm Springs to Santa 
Barbara and avoid the LA Class B airspace by using the following VFR waypoints:  VPLBP (Banning Pass), VPLSB 
(Santa Fe flood basin), VPLWT (water tank in Thousand Oaks).  You can fly from San Diego to Santa Barbara or points 
north by using VPLDP (Dana Point), VPLQM (Queen Mary), and VPLSR (Hawthorne/405 Fwy), and then over the top of 
LAX at 4,500’ 
 
If you want to navigate your way to one of the usual check points for airport traffic pattern entry there are several GPS 
Waypoints for that.  Look for VPNEW (Newhall Pass) or VPLSS (Santa Susana Pass) or VPLSM (Mulholland/405 Fwy) if 
you’re going to land at VNY.  For Long Beach, try VPLQM (Queen Mary) or VPLHF (Harbor/405 Interchange) or VPLFX 
(91/605 Interchange).  And for Orange County, you can GPS your way to VPLMS (Mile Square park), VPLHP (Huntington 

http://www.skyvector.com/


Pier), and VPLSP (Signal Peak).  Where I am at Corona, we have VPLPD for the Prado Dam, a commonly used reporting 
point. 
 
A couple of warnings:  1) When you’re reporting your position on the radio, do NOT use the 5-letter GPS code.  (Not 
everybody is using GPS, and the codes aren’t meant to be pronounced like IFR intersections.)  Use the NAME of the 
checkpoint, which is above the code on the chart.  2) These VFR waypoints are just that – VFR.  Only.  They will be 
accepted on VFR flight plans, and they’re in all the GPS databases, but they are not to be used at all for anything IFR.  
You’ll never get one as part of a clearance, and the FAA won’t accept them in an IFR flight plan. 
 
That said, the next time you head out on a VFR flight, give your VFR Chart an extra glance to see if there are some of 
these VFR waypoints that you can program into your GPS to help you better find your way through our airspace maze. 
 
Fly Safely! 
 
Claudia Ferguson, Safety Chairman 
San Fernando Valley 99s 
© CK Ferguson 2009 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Correction 

We regret not printing the following web sites with the article about U2 Pilot Maj. Merryl Tengesdal in 
last month’s Auxtank. 

 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x6cZLfK4Zjk    This is the one to watch; some spectacular 
scenes. 

For further information on the U-2 see: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lockheed_U-2  

And now, without further adieu. Maj. Merryl Tengesdal 

 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HdFhaNkZhAI 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=THORk3izaWQ 

 

 

 

eScrip 
 

Don't forget to renew your Vons/Pavilions Club card so we can reap the benefits of your grocery 
purchases!  Quite a few of our members haven't renewed yet!  Go to www.escrip.com and click 
on RENEW button. 
  
If you're not registered with eScrip, go to www.escrip.com and click on Welcome.  Enter the data 
as requested.  eScrip is a secure site and safe organization.  They raise millions of dollars for 
schools and non-profits such as we are.  Our group name is "San Fernando Valley 99s Women 
Pilots" and group number is 51293. 
  
Also, I'm still collecting cartridges to turn in for cash for the Chapter.  Bring them to the next 
meeting or function. 
  
Ceci Stratford 
(805) 630-3696 
 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x6cZLfK4Zjk
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lockheed_U-2
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HdFhaNkZhAI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=THORk3izaWQ
http://www.escrip.com/
http://www.escrip.com/


Calendar of Events 
 

Date Event 

 

November 30 Chapter Board Meeting 

November 30  See’s Candy Deadline,  

 Get your orders to Bertie aviatrix@yahoo.com 

 

 

December 5 Cookies to the Tower 9:30-1:30-Rocky’s 

December 7 Chapter Meeting 7:00 pm- Van Nuys FlyAway Bus 

December 17
th
 Gault Street School Holiday Celebration 

December 19 Chapter Holiday Party- Lilian Holts-lilian_darling@yahoo.com 

December 28 Chapter Board Meeting 

January 4 Chapter Meeting-Van Nuys FlyAway Bus 

January 16 Girl Scout Cookie Kickoff 

January 17 Doo Dah Parade 

January 30 Southwest Section Winter Workshop-Airtel Plaza, Van Nuys 

 

 
www.sfv99s.org   (San Fernando Valley 99s) 
www.ninety-nines.org   (International) 
www.sws99s.org    (Southwest Section) 
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